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ABSTRACT

The aim of this research was to identify the possibilities of agricultural
integration between Jordan and the Palestinian Occupied Territories (West Bank
and Gaza Strip), and to identify the main problems which affect the agricultural
development and the obstacles which limit the agricultural trade transactions.
This research concentrated at identifying the Jordanian market needs for certain
vegetables, citrus and other fruit, and olive products, determining the possibilities
for the products of the Occupied Territories to share in satisfying the Jordanian
market deficits. :

As the volume of agricultural products entering from occupied Palestine to
Jordan is actually determined by the needs of the local Jordanian market, this
study tried to identify such needs for the next five years on monthly bases. Time
series analysis, especially dummy variable modelling, was used as a base to-
determine the projections for the monthly production and quantities available for
consumption for the period 1992 - 1996.

The natural resources were evaluated; especially the available resources, the
agro-ecological zones, land use, production and cultivated areas for the main

‘agricultural products. From studying the water resources, it was found, that as in

Jordan as well as in the Occupied Territories (West Bank and Gaza Strip)
agriculture depends mainly on rain fall, a high percentage of this precipitation
evaporates. In.the West Bank the number of the artesian wells decreased sharply,
as they were subject to extraction, looting and drying-up by the occupying
authorities. It is estimated, that 78% of the production capacity of the Arab wells

~ were subject to looting. In Gaza, there are 1800 wells, most of them are not useful

for irrigation because of the high salt concentration, especially in south Gaza . The
consumption of water in Israel exceeds the upper limits of the available renewable
water resources, which range from 1610 - 1656 million cubic meters; so any future
development in Israel will depend on discovering new water resources or
developing and increasing the efficiency of water use. However,the second
method did not succeed to save much water; thus, the water policy of Israel
depends on taking actions to safeguard the transfer of ground and surface water
from the West Bank to Israel, considering the Arabian ground water resources as
a reserve for it.

The reasons for the movement of the Arab labour force seeking employment in
the Israeli economy are the settlement policy, looting of water resources, lack of
working opportunities in the Occupied Territories, the destruction of the Arab
agricultural sector and the wage differentjal between Israel and the Territories for
the benefit of Israel.

The traditional method of raising sheep and goats in Jordan as well as in the
Occupied Territories is predominant, depending on grazing natural pastures, the
productivity of which is characterized by fluctuations according to rain fall.
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This study shows, that the Israeli actions and regulations are the major obstacle
for the development of the agricultural sector in the Occupied Territories.
The monthly production and quantities available for consumption in Jordan'can
be classified for the period 1985 - 1990 as follows:
- surplus crops throughout the year: sweet melons, .
mandarins , clementines;
- surplus crops in or after the growing seasons’ months:
grapes,
- deficit crops throughout the year:guava, banana, prunes,
garlic, carrots;
- deficit in the growing seasons’ months: oranggs;
- crops which are in deficit in some months and in surplus
in others : pummelor, grapefruit, lemons, potatoes,
onions , water melons.
The situation is expected to develop in 1993 - 1996 as follows :
- surplus crops throughout the year: banana, olive oil;
- surplus crops in most growing seasons’ months : grapes,
lemons, pummelor;
- deficit crops throughout the year:carrots, sweet melons,
. mandarins, olive oil; -
- deficit in most growing seasons’ months : oranges,
grapefruit, guavas, prunes;
- crops which are in deficit in some months and in surplus
in others: garlié, potatoes, water melons, clementines.

The study shows that the production surpluses of the Occupied Territories could
contribute to reducing the expected Jordanian market deficits for most of the
studied crops. A plan for marketing products of the Occupied Territories in
Jordan for the period 1993 - 1996 was proposed, taking into account Jordanian
market needs and the expected surplus of the OCCUPICCI Territories on a monthly

" basis.
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